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November 5, 2004

Dr. Roman Ratych
CCECA, Inc Task Force
2833 Cross Country Court
Fallston, Maryland 21047

Dear Dr. Roman and Cosigners:

Following up on our previous correspondence regarding the MTBE contamination
problem in your community, I am enclosing a copy of the letter I recently received from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in response to my inquiry on your behalf. I hope this
information is helpful to you. Please do not hesitate to contact me if [ may be of assistance to you
in the future.

With best regards,
Sincerely,
Paul Sarbanes
United States Senator
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The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Sarbanes:

Thank you for your letter dated August 20, 2004 to Administrator Leavitt regarding the
contamination of drinking water wells by the fuel-additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in
Fallston, Maryland. My office is responding to your letter because the stated area of interest falls
within the geographic jurisdiction of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),

Region IIL.

I have recently corresponded with Senator Mikulski regarding MTBE contamination in
the state of Maryland. Those correspondences are enclosed for your reference and to provide
information on EPA’s role in this matter, and the background and status of a related
environmental investigation of an Exxon gasoline station (“site”) in the Upper Crossroads
neighborhood. This site is suspected of being a source of MTBE contamination in the Fallston
area.

EPA is concerned about the impact of MTBE to communities. Since MTBE emerged as
a contaminant in drinking water, EPA has taken a number of steps to address MTBE
contamination from leaking underground storage tanks including the award of $7.3 million in
grants to states to address widespread contamination in Pascoag, Rhode Island; Hopkins, South
Carolina; Long Island, New York; and Santa Monica, California. EPA supported the use of
innovative treatment technologies, such as a bioreactor that was successfully tested in Pascoag.
Also, EPA documented the costs and performance of eight other treatment technologies to
remediate MTBE and other fuel oxygenates. EPA recently published the results of this effort in a
report entitled, “Technologies for Treating MTBE and Other Oxygenates,” which is available at
www.clu-in.org/download/remed/542r04009/542r04009.pdf. In addition, EPA validated a test
method to more accurately analyze for the presence of MTBE and other oxygenates. EPA issued
a fact sheet containing the test results (www.epa.gov/oust/mtbe/omethods.pdf.) The Agency also
provided grant funds to the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission to
conduct national surveys of states’ experiences with MTBE.
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